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a message from the President of EC
— .

B the friends and supporters of Elk County Catholic School System:

| am facing a revolt.

ltds a story as old as Catholic education. This summer | (
at ECC in the fall. | immediately noted that his hair was going to be an issue. To call it long would be to misstate the

problem. It was LARGE. Like a hot air balloon, or maybe a blimp. It reminded me of Bob Ross, the curly -haired fellow
who painted oOohappy treesdé on PBS when | was a kid in the
before school starts, o6 | said.

0l dondét think so, 6 he said, shaking his head and creating
boys candt have hair that touches their coll ar. ltds not t

This, | thought, demonstrated the perils of teaching young men how to read carefully and craft good arguments. So |
retreated and tried a more effective tactic; | complained to his mother. Who also happens to be my wife. So she
made my impressively -coifed son an appointment for a hair cut and, quite possibly, bribed him to go.

I share this story because itdsé normal. As a gener al rul
rule, students poke at the rules and try to get away with whatever they can. Longer hair, shorter skirts, you name it. |
have another son who wore Sesame Street socks for weeks on end to see how long he could get away with it.

All of which is wonderful news.

For the past few years schools across the country have faced one disruption after another. Even last year got
underway with national controversies about masking and vac
our schools continue to do the essential work of providing an outstanding Catholic education to hundreds of

children in the communities we serve.

Our schools have not closed. Our local pastors continue providing Mass, sacraments, and ministry to students. Our
dedicated faculty members continue to teach. Just this week | got an e -mail from our AP English teacher informing
me that 100 percent of our students in AP Lit passed the exam, and the pass rate for AP Lang was well above the
national average. Students at all grade levels are achieving great scores on national assessments.

Are there challenges? Certainly. But we are overcoming those challenges by relying on the hard work of our staff fi
and the support of people like you. Our Annual Appeal and our Business Sponsorship programs are meeting or
exceeding goals despite economic uncertainty. Our support groups such as the Athletic Association, the Music

Boosters and the PTOs continue their track record of success.

Many Catholic schools across the country have wavered, or even closed. At

ECC, we anticipate a third consecutive year of enrollment growth. Our
facilities are attractive and efficient. Our doors remain open for children who

aspire to be doctors and lawyers, and those who want to enter the trades and

the military.

Thank you for making that possible. Thank you for seeing the value that we {{EJSADEM
provide for our students, our communities and our Church. Thank you for ¢ 19
giving us the resources we need to focus our attention on the spectacular,
miraculous normalcy of academic excellence, faith formation and discipline.

Even if that means some occasional pushback on the dress code.

Again, thank you, Sam is pictured with Percy & Moe, the

o oldest of his nine children. The boys
%./@/2,\ (and their new haircuts) are ready for

— junior year at ECCHS.
Sam MacDonald J y



Just a few of our-feltad moments from last school y

Flag Ceremony

In memory of the 20th anniversary of 9/11, students from
the St. Marys Catholic Elementary School and EIlk
County Catholic High School had the opportunity to
participate in a community -wide flag ceremony on
September 7, 2021 on the Diamond in St. Marys.

The Flag Ceremony was organized by the City of St.

Marys and Wreaths Across America. Thirteen SMCES
students presented flowers to honor the service

members killed in Kabul. ECCHS student Gina Bush read

a prayer following the presentation at the memorial.

T

o . e
May Crowning

~tip - “ISE
s =

Floating Rosary

St. Leo School celebrated the Feast of the Holy Rosary on
October 6th, 2021 with a tribute to the Blessed Mother.

This has become an annual event planned by girls in
grades 6 -8. Students spent weeks preparing the Floating
Rosary Project, and started by filling the beads of the
balloon rosary with special intention prayers from each SLS
student. The school community gathered in the church to
pray the Rosary together before heading outside to launch

it into the sky, lifting over 100 prayers to heaven.

The Rosary was tethered and strategically placed at the
bottom of Boot Jack Road on route 219. We suspect that
hundreds of people received the message of faith, hope
and charity. After the rosary was safely taken down, the
middle school girls retrieved all of the prayer intentions from
inside the balloons and burned them in a prayer ceremony.

May Crowning Ceremony Held

May is the month of Mary, and the beautiful tradition

of May Crowning reflects the beauty of the 5th
Glorious Mystery of the Holy Rosary. Students joined
in praying the Rosary and honoring the Blessed
Mary.

May Queens (counter -clockwise from top left):

St. Marys Catholic Elementary School: Lilly Brennen
St. Leo School: Veronica MacDonald

St. Marys Catholic Middle School: Clarissa Seltzer

Elk County Catholic High School: Melaina Gradl



